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AP Human Geography 
Course Overview

AP Human Geography is a course designed to fulfill the curriculum expectations of a one-semester 
university human geography course. The course focuses on the cause and effect relationships of human 
populations. Emphasis throughout the course is on the spatial distribution, differences in scale and cultural 
determinants influenced by global interaction and integration. Major themes include globalization, 
diffusion, assimilation, acculturation, integration, and interaction.

The course provides a systematic study of human geography in a prescribed set of topics:
Nature and perspectives of Geography
Population
Cultural Patterns and Processes
Political Organization of Space
Agricultural and Rural Land Use
Industrialization and Economic Development
Cities and Urban Land Use

***Main Focus: Human impact on Earth’s Surface and how human interaction affects our environment. 
(Cross between Social Science and Environmental Science)



Course Overview

AP Human Geography is a semester long course that focuses on the distribution, process, and effects of 
human population on the planet. Emphasis is placed on geographic models and their applications. Case 
Studies from around the globe are compared to the situations at local, regional and national scales. Internet 
activities, field excursions, and videos are used to explore certain topics. AP Human Geography is rigorous 
and available to students who wish to earn college credit in high school through an accelerated course. We 
will also be stressing habits of mind that will assist students in developing higher-level critical analysis.  Units 
of study include population, migration, culture, language, religion, ethnicity, political geography, economic 
development, industry, agriculture, and urban geography, including resource issues.



Course Objectives
● To introduce students to the systematic study of 

patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and alteration of the earth’s 
surface. 

● To learn about and employ the methods of 
geographers, including observation, mapmaking, data 
gathering and reporting, and technical writing. 

● To employ spatial concepts, geographic vocabulary, 
and landscape interpretation to a variety of locations 
and situations around the globe and at the local state, 
regional, and national levels. 

● To develop a geographic perspective with which to 
view the landscape and understand current events 
and to use evidence to construct and evaluate 
plausible arguments.

● Analyze point of view, context, and bias to interpret 
primary source documents.

● Assess issues of change and continuity over time.
● Understand diversity of interpretation arises from 

frame of reference.
● Connect global patterns over time and space to local 

developments.
● Compare reactions to global issues within and among 

societies.
● Use effective writing style.
● Ability to evaluate critically and to compare scholarly 

works
● Ability to synthesize data
● The ability to analyze, interpret, and respond to 

stimulus-based data including charts, graphs, maps, 
cartoons, and quotes.



Textbook and Resource Materials

During the course we will draw from a variety of sources. Each student will have access to textbooks, periodicals, regional 
and national newspapers, world atlases, as well as maps and chromebook access with GPS software. Videos on certain 
topics will also be used.

Texts:

Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography, AP Edition. Upper 
Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2016. Print.

The Essential World Atlas, New York, NY: DK Publishing, 2013.



Grading
Both formative and summative assessments will 
be used for gathering and reporting student 
achievement.  Formative assessments are used 
for practice, skill development and guiding 
instruction; they will make up 30% of your 
grade.   Summative assessments are used as a 
final measure of student learning at the end of a 
period of instruction); they will make up 70% of 
your grade.  Specific rubrics will be used for the 
various types of assignments.  

Unit Exams/FRQ’s/Major Projects
70%

Quizzes
10%

Class work
10%

Current Event Presentation
5%

Discussion
5%



Grading Scale
Student work will be graded on a four point scale.  The chart is on 

the next few slides.  Using this scale, it is possible students can earn a 
zero on an assignment or assessment that shows their understanding 
is far below basic.  Earning a zero does not mean an assignment was 

not completed, it means your performance level was far below 
basic. Students will be given the opportunity to make-up these 

assignments upon assignment review and teacher approval. 
Rubric scores offer a fair approach to the grading scale.  With a rubric score there are equal intervals between numbers 0,1,2,3,4.  The 
rubric numbers are appropriate to apply as grades because they are distributed evenly and there is more equality between percentages. 
The above grading scales and measures demonstrate the most accurate relationship between student work/learning and their 
academic achievement.



Four Point Scale
Letter Grade 

Earned

Equivalent

Percentage

Equivalent Rubric Score Percentage Cutoff 
Calculation in Powerschool 

Gradebook

Performance Level Description

A+

A

97%-100%

93%-96%

4.3

4.0

108%

100%

Advanced The student has advanced knowledge 

and skills and is able to demonstrate 

sophisticated application in new 

contexts and exemplary work.

A-

B+

90%-92%

87%-89%

3.7

3.3

93%

83%

Advanced Proficient The student has an 

advanced-proficient understanding 

of grade level content and is able to 

demonstrate and apply this 

consistently.

B

B-

83%-86%

80%-82%

3.0

2.7

75%

68%

Proficient The student is able to demonstrate 

grade level skills and understanding 

with minor mistakes and omissions.

C+ 77%-79% 2.3 58% Basic-working 

towards

The student has a basic 

understanding of content  



Four Point Scale (cont.)
C- 73%-76%

70%-72%

2.0

1.7

50%

43%

proficient but requires further assistance or study to 

meet proficient level.

 D+

D

67%-69%

65%-66%

1.3

1.0

33%

25%

Below Basic Student demonstrates limited 

understanding of concepts and skills and is 

not ready to move on to next level.

F Below 65% 0 0 Far Below Basic Student has failed to demonstrate skills or 

understanding of content.  

You will see the 
above letter grade 
in Powerschool and 
is reflected as your 
overall grade.

You will not see the 
above percentage 
grade in Powerschool  
for tests and 
assignments graded 
on a percentage basis.

You will see the above rubric score 
reflected in Powerschool.  
Assignments and tests assessed on 
a percentage basis are converted to 
a rubric score. Most assignments 
will be graded with individual 
rubrics. Refer to those rubrics to 
understand the grade earned and the 
equivalent percentage and letter 
grade earned on these assignments.

You will see the above 
calculation in Powerschool. 
This is not the percentage you 
earned on assignments nor is it 
a representation of your 
overall grade; it is a computer 
calculation to let you know 
how close you are to the next 
letter grade.

The above descriptors 
represent your 
performance level on 
skills and concepts.

The above descriptor defines your grade level 
performance on skills and concepts. 



Communication:
Most of the time, I am available before 
school, during advisory, and after school 
for anything that cannot be taken care of 
in class.
You must arrange an appointment ahead 
of time for scheduling purposes.
I will check my email regularly as well.
Materials and resources will be posted 
on my website.



Classroom 
Expectations
● Be respectful!
● Be on time!
● Be prepared to succeed!
● Be a person of example!
● Be a person of integrity!

Consequences:

I. Verbal warning
II. Detention before or after 

school (30 minutes)
III. Call home
IV. referral



If you have any questions, you 
can contact me through my 

email at CJackson@fcusd.org.



Remember to sign the 
google form 
acknowledging that 
you’ve read the 
expectations!



APHUG GOOGLE 
FORM 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeDS8LGUAjzDpqPsi5rqy_tW6cW8DC-a42cipFTkSEtJRgQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeDS8LGUAjzDpqPsi5rqy_tW6cW8DC-a42cipFTkSEtJRgQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

